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t o t h e C h a i r .

S ENATOR CUDAB A CK : Thank you , Senator Byar s Senato r St u thman ,
on the Smith amendment to the amendment.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Tha nk you, Mr. President. Membe rs o f the
b ody , I wo u l d l i k e t o a d d r e s s o ne o f my q u e s t i o n s t o Se n a t o r
Smith , i f h e ' d b e a v a i l ab l e f o r an an sw e r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Smith, would you respond?

SENATOR SMI TH : Ye s .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: What portion of this or how do you. . . can y o u
g iv e n e a n a n sw e r o f wh a t y ou f ee l i s no t e qu i t ab l e an d w h y y o u
a re t r y i n g t o ma k e i t e qu i t a b l e ?

SENATOR SMITH: Ye s , t h e r e a l i t y i s t h a t . . . and I ' l l e ve n s ay
t ha t a l l t h r ee ce n t e r s , t he t wo i n Oma ha an d t h e o n e i n
Scot t s b l u f f f o r t he who l e Pa nh a n d l e , s e r v e a p p r o x i m a te l y t he
same number o f people. You ' re going to see, with the current
language in the appropriations bill, LB 407, you' re going to see
$ 700,000 t i m e s t wo i n Om a ha , a nd a mo r e r e s t r i ct i v e $ 1 64 , 0 0 0 f o r
all of the Panhandle, when we' re talking about serving the s ame
number of people in need, the same number. So...and then...and
then one step further, my amendment doesn't even restrict it to
the 3rd District. It sa ys, basically, those who need it will
have access to these funds, so it could be people in Columbus if
they are medically underserved...a medically underserved area or
medically underserved population, or a me dical or hea lth
profess i ona l shor t a g e a r e a . And t hat sho w s t h a t w h er e t h e r e ' s
need there should be some relief.

S ENATOR STUTHMAN: Okay. Th ank you for your answer, but is t h e
Panhandle Community Health Department taking advantage of every
opportunity as far as any other type of grants that they can
access to try to alleviate this problem?

SENATOR SMITH : That is my und erstanding. I ' ve seen their
operat i o n an d I bel i eve t hey ope r a t e mor e e f f i c i ent l y t han
probably any other agency in the state.
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